
2022 22-0006 Laredo Boil Water Notice 

 
Deployment Statistics 

Lasted a total of 8 days  

Three Personnel activated supporting the following 

resources: 

• 2 TEEX/TX-PWRT Subject Matter Experts deployed  
to Laredo, TX 
 Waste/Watewater Subject Matter Experts 

• 1 TEEX/TX-PWRT Personnel managed ESF-3 - 
 at SOC in Austin, TX 

• 13-day Boil Water Notice 

• 36” Water Main Break  

• Over 125,000 People affected by Water Line Break  

 
Type – WATER LINE BREAK 

  
 

On February 15, 2022, a 36” water main line ruptured in Laredo, Texas due to a corroded pipeline leading to the 

southern portion of the city. One week later, Subject Matter Experts from the Public Works Response Team were 

deployed to assist the Laredo Public Works and Utilities Department in Emergency Support Function 3 – Public 

Works and Engineering in response to a State of Texas Assistance Request from February 22, 2022. Teaming with the 

Department, PWRT worked quickly to assess the condition and severity of the situation. By this time, contractors 

began excavating the faulty line which displaced four family units as the pipeline was identified and isolated. 

From February 24, 2022, corrective options were identified including a 12” line in Central Laredo leading from a 

separate underground water storage tank with updated stops for pipeline management along with temporary water 

restoration to underserved areas in Laredo. Isolation of the break was successful allowing for bypass installation 

conducted by contractors and oversighted by PWRT, Laredo PWUD, and the Texas Commission on Environmental 

Quality over the next week.  

By February 25, 2022, flushing and filling of replacement lines occurred for restoration of utility and water pressure to 

impacted areas. State Operation Center personnel were demobilized and remotely monitored any occurrences of the 

situation. Subject Matter Experts remained on scene until March 2, 2022, for aid in bacteria sampling, flushing and 

filling, and proper pressurization of pipelines.  Demobilization and release of expert personnel to home sites followed. 
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FEB. 22 – MAR. 2 
 


