Dangerous Wildfire Outbreak in Region 1

24-0001 Feb. 27 Wildfires — Smokehouse Creek Fire

Deployment Statistics

Lasted a total of 15 days
13 Personnel activated supporting the following
resources:
e 1 PWRT Liaison managed ESF-3
at State Operation Center in Austin, TX
* 11 PWRT Strike Team Personnel deployed
to Region 1
Heavy Equipment Operators
Water/Wastewater Strike Team
Logistics Managers
DDEOC Liaison in Canyon, TX
» Two total wildfires impacting over 1.2 million acres
and leaving 11,000 people without power
Type — WILDFIRE, EMERGENCY RESPONSE

On February 27, 2024, a wildfire incident began near Stinnett, Texas due to downed power lines and a broken utility
pole. Gusty winds and warm temperatures caused the fire to begin spreading rapidly, alerting the State of Texas
Assistance Request system and Public Works Response Team the next day. Working with local and regional utility
teams, two Strike Teams aided in shutting down water and generator systems to protect against Public Works and
Utility disasters — especially in the case of fueling the fires. Throughout the next week, the teams worked to assist
various communities with Emergency Support Function-3 to support Public Works and Engineering. From damaged
waterlines utilizing thermal cameras to find new leaks to assisting with generator needs and various deployment
needs with partnering State Services, PWRT worked diligently to ensure the fires made minimal damage to public
works infrastructure in the Panhandle.

Approximately a week into response, PWRT worked interdisciplinary as Logistic/Transportations and Heavy
Equipment expert personnel to assist other Emergency Support Functions to accelerate disaster recovery. This effort
lasted approximately a week long and included aiding the Texas Forest Service in personnel movement and logistics
along with animal removal and debris cleanup in impacted areas. PWRT worked with the support of the Texas A&M
Forest Services and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Services to provide quality service and repair critical
infrastructure to cities impacted by the wildfire. Deployed personnel were able to hand over service work back to
municipality public works teams on March 14, 2024, and were released for demobilization to home sites the same day.
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