22-0014 Odessa Water Main Break

Deployment Statistics

Lasted a total of 4 days

Three Personnel activated supporting the following
resources:

* 1 PWRT Subject Matter Experts deployed

to Laredo, TX

Waste/Wastewater Subject Matter Experts
* 3 PWRT Personnel supported ESF-3
at Various Remote Locations
* 5-day Boil Water Notice
* 165,000 people affected by water line break
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Type — WATER LINE BREAK, BOIL WATER NOTICE

On June 13, 2022, a 24” water main line ruptured in Odessa, Texas due to an aged water system supplying water for
much of the city. The Public Works Response Team was deployed the next day to support Emergency Support
Function 3, teaming with the City of Odessa and various contractors. A boil water notice was implemented the same
day. PWRT began working on June 15, 2022, to identify issues and solutions for the water line break with support
from Subject Matter Experts and PWRT personnel support. Although repairs were put into place, temporary solutions
did not withstand repairs, were the wrong size, or were inoperable, delaying water restoration to Odessa citizens.
Bypasses and installation of new valves were identified as solutions.

While solutions to the waterline began June 16, 2022, setbacks occurred due to broken or faulty parts. A critical valve
was identified as a major issue for correction and PWRT immediately began a statewide search for a replacement
valve. The part was found in McKinney, Texas, almost 400 miles away. Through state partner collaboration and quick
action, the Department of Public Safety flew the part to Odessa the same day. This work accelerated repair times and
placed the Odessa citizens’ needs as a high priority. To protect the integrity of the water systems during valve
installation, replacement parts and heavy equipment were also brought in for aid. Water flushing was further
conducted to maintain water integrity and chemical composition. At conclusion of repair installation, water pressure
was increased to determine integrity of repairs. Testing of water samples showed negative bacteria samples in water.
At this point, the boil water notice was rescinded. PWRT personnel demobilized at the conclusion of the boil water
notice and repair work.
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